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Remember the laſt time I hadithe happineſs to- 

ſee you, you told me of a Pamphlet, called, 

Oninia 4 Bel» comefta, which fince- I have ſeen, 

and having diligently peruſed it, T muſt con- 

ffs, I like not:much mi it, mote than the gezte- 

rat ſcope of it, which ſeemeth- to. be: generous 
| and honeſt , aiming at a diſcovery of the 
Cauſes: of the preſent general Conſumption (as he well enough 
calls'it' ) of oar Body Politick, 

That Enpland: ( from its chearly look whichrit had 1660. upon 
his Majeſties reftaazation ) is:ſuddenly fallen into ſuch a-conſultp- 
tion as he ſpeaks of; is too too ſadly apparent, beſides the conſirmp- 
tion of ourflthz' by the ' immediate hand of God in a dreadfrl- 
Plague ( beyond what hath been known amongſ us in many 
ages' )* and more:mediatelyiby a: deftrattive War, which hath-ſlain 
its te11 thouſands; there is-an evident conſumption. in' our Purſes: 
and Eftzter. + How' few arcioar Gentlemen) not deeply engaged uv 
debt; andevery' day encreafing\it ? norcan it be:otherwiſe, the 
Connryman'is he who filleth their'Purſes by regular payment of 
their Reats:he can ſell neither Corn nor Cattle. The Tradeſman that 
ſhould bay what he-hath, ſhuts up his Shop, or tradeth: very low, 
and: keeps Houſe - accordingly : The! Merchant cannot {upply 
hm with Money. © TheConntrymarhath no price: for his Cornj 
nor yet much Cornz and we in the North, as well as they in the 
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Wet, find our Cattle will not yield us the third Penny as former-- 
ly : and whereas we hoped the period {et to the War the laſt 
year, would have determined theſe miſcrics, weſec the contra- 
ry, they rather increaſe upon us. TRE 

The general, immediate, proximate cauſe of all this,is evident- 
ly a want of Money, or ( as that Author fitly enough calleth je.)the 
decay of the Trading-ftock of the Nation, but whence that want 
ariſeth may poſlibly deferve a ſtricter Enquiry, than that Gentle- 
man hath made, and whether at laſt we muſt not fly to occult 
Caxſes 3 and conclude it into the fecret Curſe of God upon the 
Nation for its firs : working ina way, whichthe wit of the wiſeſt 
man cannot diſcover, I do confeſs my {clf to be in ſome doubt. 
However, I ſhall give you my Animadverfions , upon what that 
Author hath ſaid 3 and poſlibly add ſomething by way of ſupple- 
ment of my own thoughts in this great affair ; If I ſhall not hit 
the mark, yet it ſhall be ſaid, : 


mn Magi temen excidit auſis 


FE lay down thisfor my Principle. 


That next to our retwrn, and reconciliation to God, the fſnendati-- 
on .of our Political proſperity les in our preſerving and augmenting of 
the Trading-ſftock in the. Nation. Here I agree with the aforclaid 
Author, and add, That Stock by which the great Trades of the Nation, 
which are the Mannfatinres from our Wool, are mainteined. . 

- Weare hcholden to the Nobility and Gentry of the Nation. The 
Government is in their hands, and they help to ſpend imported 
goods : The Clergy Preach and perform Religious Offices. to the 
inhabitants of the Nation ; but:the Nation awgments not its riches, 
cither by-the one or other of theſe. They bringin nothing, they 


' Prepare nothing for the Merchant to exchange to advantage: this 


the Tradeſman doth chiefly, and that not :every . Tradeſman, but. 
thoſe concerned in Woollen ManefaGures principally. - The Coun-- 
tryman hath his ſhare; as he provideth Corn for  Tranſportati- 
on, beſides what ſerves the neceſlities of his Countrey. : But it- 
is ( comparatively with the Tradeſman _) little wherewith he 
ſerveth the Merchant. It is the Merchant and;the Tradeſman who 
dealeth- in thoſe great Trades, that muſt augment our Treding- 
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if it dothappear, That it bath been; or. is 
bat it is not proportionably augmented, to the waſt of it, which 
( in the uſe ) cannot be avoided : Or if the Circalation of it be con- 
fiderably impeded and ftopped. Or that it be diverted into ſome par- 
ticular Veins, where the circulation doth not ſo well conduce to 
the maintaining, and nouriſhment of the whole body, or -not of 
the 00s PHI parts, upon which the life of the bo- 
dy dependeth ; I fay,in any of theſe caſes ſuch a conſumption 
muſt neceffarily follow in the Body Politick, as would follow in 
the Natzral Body, ſuppoſing the like cauſes. And whoſoever 
ſhall be found, either ſo «mdaly exhauſting it, or hindering the 
r9n of it, or flopping the circulation of it, or diverting tbe 
circulation from thoſe parts upon the maintaining of which oxr life 
depends, will ( in all probability ) be found unlucky cauſes of our 
miſcry in this particular. : 

1. As fo the Firtt, It-is moſt certain, that our Trading-Sock 
of Money is in the number of finite Beings, and may be exhauſted 
and drawn out from us: and as if you draw out blood from 
the body natural faſter than the Liver or other Ganguifying parts 
ſupply, the body muſt waſte : ſo we muſt conſume if our Tra- 
ding-ftock be drawn out beyond the proportions we are ſup- 
plied with.But as in theNatural Body,that blood is not exhauſted, 
which is but pafſed into another channel within the body z fo 
' neither in the Body Politick is that ſtock exhauſted, which yet re- 
mains within the Seas, though poſſibly not in the ſame hands, 
as before times. But ifour Money be in fpecze, carried out beyond 
the yearly proportions in which it is brought in, this is exhauſted 
whatever commodities be returned for it. 

I do know this is ſeverely Cautioned by the Laws of England, 
but yet 1 am ſure our Neighbours of the Low Commeries have thus 
drained away our Gold, to which our Neighbours. have contri- 
buted, by ſetting a. value upon that Mettal above what we ſer, 
and the covetous humour of too many Engliſh men have made 
us a prey to this bait. 

Nor am I certain, that very much Silver. is not every year thus 
loſt tous, it might bz worthy of our Statifts enquiry, Whether 


many Commodities in other Conntreys may not be had upon far better. 


terms for Engliſh Coin; than for waxes : WK they may.(of which I am 
morally 
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morally catain}Þ they may beafſurcd we havg thoſe. witl venture 
© catryi aver Silaerz. and if+ this, he prafidet, and., we, have not 
confderable incamss of Coin. torballancexts' we mult quickly be 
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poor enough. deo1t,3 5533 31.4  DIASYTR IG If) A GI 7 i © 
Toicure us therefore ſo far as our miſery ſprings from this 
firſt cauſe, may'it not be humbly propoſed ta the, Great; Conncels 


of theNation, to ddiberate whether it may,,not. be; worthy of - 


thtiv: advice : Whetberit-weng nod. fit, \a new Lifeſbowd begiven- 0 
thaſtzantizn and wiſe AGs of oxr fone-fathers.reſkraiping' the Exchange 
of Gold:fer Silner,at a greater rategthan by the Kimgy Proclamation ſhall 
be limited, or the melting of Gold and Silver into Plate, os. carrying 
any beyond the Searupon any pretence and for.taking. Cantion of 
Merobants Strangers, that they ſhalk not do\it; and further, Whe- 
ther it might be prejudicial for the'Counce! to.ſet.a. price of Gald 
in Ezg/znd. from time to time, anfweringthe Darch Marker, and 
whether we might not out-wit, or coyunter-wit our Neighbours 
by finding out a.way, to atford Commodities for Silver at better 
rates than: upon. ordinary exchanges. | 

2; But although think this: one cauſe,, yet I profeſs I prdge. 3 
the: leaft:cauſe af the: dimiwuticob our: Treding-fiock :., to, pro- 
cc£ed then t Arrin} thebody aatural,; there is a-daily necrſſary walte of 
blaod and Spirits which maſt-be. d.ily ſupplied, or the body periſh 5. $0 
our: Trafing-ſtock, cannot be: uſed without ſome datly. waſteand 
loſs, which requireth a daily. repair, or clfe we ſhall that way.' by 
degrees be exhauſted; Our forerfathers were aware ofthis, 
which cauſtd our Mint, which though it differed from a Ming for 
Coin, yet had the nature: of! a Mz, and paid us Toll-of Gold and 
Silver fent to us to be Minted ; What Grift of late hath. been 
brought to our Mill, I cannot tell, I preſume not im proportion 
as formerly. if this faileth,, ſome <quivalent' courie muſh be 
tzken, or we ſhall decay.. And. poflibly., it-we could - make 
forreign. Mcrchants, trading with- Delerg,, better gainers;than 
trading with Ines, Silks; &c. orik-we could reftrain the making 
or uſing of Gold.or'Situeri Thread at heme, and buy all we ufe from 
abroad, it might-by degrees do ſomething as to this, For be- 
ſides the neceflary. watte-made 1n: the daily: uſe of our Trading- 
Rock which is_ unavoidable, poſſibly 1t will be found upon cq- 
quiry, that within theſe fevea.-years, there hath been a. great 
necdleſs- waſte made. 1; By: exceſſive. #ſe of Sifver Thread, and that 
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a0, for vlnptly or Joces,,. 2. By.au. cxcrls of Silurygplay, 
ormer, though it may appear of minute c tion,, .yet.p! 
bly:ic #s.nat 03..and. Iam ſarc in. a Par SRRraf OnTennon 
in the late diſturbed times, a-Bill for reliraine of ma Sing Jac 
Thread and Lace in England was judged not unworthy ate 
deliberation.  Forthe latter, beſides that we may find former Par- 
liemenss. by theis, As xcligained melting of Coin 1nto Plate, he 
who, ſhall conſider. with hunſclf. how. mock te Plate of the Na- 
tron hath. within ſeven years. laft been encrzaſed, muſt needs, 
know, that many Sundeed moan -founds of Coin is taken out 
ol the. 2s Trading-flock, and ed; for 1 doubt we have rot 
had Ore enough come over - make it. ._ And doubtleſs this muſt 
be aſſigned as one cauſe, why during our Civil Wars, there was 
never ſach. s. want of mony. found. im the Trading-ſtock, as now, 
though geeat Armies, were paid, &c, becauſe the melting down: 
of ſq much Rlate into Caiv prepared the Nation to lend ſo much 
out of its moving Stock.. But neither is this the whole cauſe, nor 
| indeed any at all, if it appear to. our. State. that there hath 
been a; proportianable gyanticy of Silver, or Gald brought in, for 
what hath thus beep. taken. out. . 
-3-J ami thexefore-.apt to- think, That the grens cauſe is one 
| erranr in the circulation of our Stack, If we could. ſuppoſe that 
| the nature! body had. no. blood exhauſted, nor. any ſpirits or 
blood waſted, bus have withio)it a due Stock for its uſes; yet if 
pet its due. courſe andcrculation, conveying ſpirits and 
ea the ſeveral; parts ofthe body z, or if we could 
a2 undue and, irregular. circulation. ſo. that the prin- 
I be abridged of- theix duc proportion, or not. 
32h: it; in due time, a. conſumption of the whole or in 
| ——_ wink ne ch K is ju}. {o in the body Polzti 
Very th lifc.ofit, ( that mony which: xuvs in, trade I mean 
ayd eſpecially thac which xuns i Ong the Main and orin= 
cipal tradles-of the Natian. | : 
_ Now. 5 Body y muſt.needs co 
Is circulation of emakig Speck b ftopt: Or, 
=_ c m_ret —rorwb_; as it TERS the al: . 
. _. Trades oftbe Nation: _ p on 
| 3+ Though: of ft bend th f 0-duh wt. dojo. 6 
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(6) 
"And whatſdever or whoſoever arc' the cauſe of any of theſe, 
donbileſsa:e' no Tmnean cauſes of our great evil. * * 

"22. Thay, firſt, if the Ciraddetion of the Trading-ſtoeh be ftope, that 
if any confiderable ſums of mony, uſed to move and *palk in 
trading, are laid by to look on, oras a proviſion for awvevil time, 
which they fear, &c. -Burt in good trath I think -theſe'are' very 
few 1 in England, (it may be a few o)d women }- or ſome who un-' 
derſtand the Teverity of former or ſome late Laws, and may-pro- 
phecic evil to themſelves. The T/arer muſt riot be counted into! 
this number, his mony walks, thongh: upon other legs, either 
{:rving the Tradeſman'or the- Gentleman; for - preparing com- 
modities to export, or to buy up. what 5 '\mported- for his 


EXPTIICES. 
- 2.1 amapt to believe the irregular motion and circulation: of our 
Trading-ftock to be our evil. To judge of which we muſt 


.confider what the Principal Members of our Body Poktick' arc, 


though not as to Honowr,, Rule and Dignity, yet ( which is our 


' concern in this diſcourſe ) as to azon and improvement of our 


Trading-ſtock for pablick good. Theſe without queſtion arc the 
Merchant and the Tradeſman : theſcare they who make and pre- 


Pare, and then tranſport and- exchange our commodities; whe- 


ther they come from our Minerals, as Lead, Iron; or from'our 
Ficld, as Corn and Cattle; eſpecially from our Sheep, which are - 
Englands Mines and Golden-fleeces. Our-Metalls and Corn-are not 
comparable to otir-Olaths,-and Shufſe, and Stockings ofaltorrs. 
Our Corn 4s more uncertain; -and depends not ionly 6n 4 good 
Harveſt here; but an-ill one iti other parts 3 which" when ir hap- 
pens, it is often made up by a plenty:;from the Eaft-Comitry. So 
that in truth, to make mony'plentiful in England, the: Seas mutt - 
be open for the Mercham-always, and hemuſt have mony to 
ſupply the Tradeſmim, who needs it 10 pay his-inferiour ſervants, - 
atrd work-men, and' womens 'who when they have ity freely - 
part with it, tothe Country-man for Corn, to" the Butcher for 
Mcat, &c. the Butcher recurns it to the Country-man;' he&'to the 
Gentleman, and the Grocers, &c. The Gentleman to ſuch as im- 
mediatcly decal « with-the Merchant, who xeturns it to the Mer- 
chant again. Let the curculation.of: Mony benever ſoquick, if it 
be not un-theſe principal iycins, the riches of the on _ and 
will couture, . 
| Yea 
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Yea, and if we_-ever. grow rich, the Txading-ſtock muſt 


" in time too. It is truchere, While the profi grows, the fteed ftarves. 


A flow rctura of a Trading-ſtock .beggers-us. apace:* this they 
will caſily underſtand, who know . how many there are in Eng- 
land, "who meerly live upon Time gained 'in buying and {lling, 
betwixt the thing bought.and paid, for. . Theſe, if the pulſe of 
the return of the Trading-ſtock beats uneventF 819 immedi- 
attly undone, and they ſeldom fall alone. I do therefore con- 
ceive that; .in order to the preſervation and-augmentation of the 
Trading-(tock, it is worth the enquiry, 1 | 
I. Whether we bave not a greater excel of ſame kind of forreign com- 
modities brought in than in former times, which if neither in whole 
nor part bought with corn in ſpecie, yet are not bought with ſnch com- 
modities from England, as are the main and (taple commodities, 
pon the making and vending of which England moſt liver. 
And whether by ſome by-trading and expence of mony, the Trad- 
ing-ftock, be not, though not imbezled, ngr wholly hindred from: circu- 
lation, yet ſo hindred in the true and noble circulation ot it, that it 
comes notintimeto relieve the better trading part of the Nation, 
and foto carry on our main work. : | 
Now, Sir, having laid this foundation of diſcourſe, let me ex- 
amine what of the aforementioned diſcourſe in the Letter from the 
North to the Wit, is applicable to it.. | 32; 
That. Author ,laycth all to the charge. of the Archbiſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, Deans and Chapters, with the ſeveral Officials and Officers 
belonging to their Corrts and Cathedrals; he counts up their 
number, and valueth their bread, how much probably they mult 
have to live upon : he rates their ſfianding revenues, . and guefl- 
eth at the amiiual ſums of their Perguiſites and Fees: He reckons 
thcir number 10000, their revenue 450000. fer annum, he counts 
200000 per annum as little as can maintain them. Belides this, 
he tells us they get infinite ſums yearly by Ordinations, Inſtitu- 
tions, and Indudions, giving Oathes, granting Licences, Abſolxtions, 
Commutations of Penance, Viſitations:, He remembers what great 
ſums. they got:by: Fines at their Reftawrations. Much of this is 
- doubtleſs true, (; whether their ſtanding Revenues be ſo much o;. 
no, Tknow not. ) But yet I muſt profeſs, I do not think he haty 
bit the mark, That they do help to impoveriſh the Nation, by 
prejudicing the Trading-ſtock, I do believe, but how, ma, 
Tere ot te | -- delerv, 
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arferve 4 ſhiter"cnquiy than ho hath made." © 

Upon the principles of the preceding diſcourſe, if they hinder 
at all, cher be either by.cxbavfting ebe Srocks or ammeceſſary wafte 
of it, or by (topping, or diverting, or Tetareang the due circuala- 
T3 >" FEW CEA 17 DVIEC7EE-STR 

1. As to the exhauſting of it, they cannot, I think, be well 
_ with itz they carry neither -fitver' nor gold out of the 
Land. | | 

2; Nor do I think them ( in equal degree with others ) cul- 
pable of the aneceſſary waſte of 'it, by exceſſive quantitics of 
Plate, &c.' | me 

It muſt therefore he upon the third thing, cauſing ſome 
errour in the circulation. Three fuch errors were affigned, 

I. The firſt was ſtopping the Circlation of the Stock which 
we have. This muft be by keeping Banks of mony dead by them. 
T know the great advantages the Biſhops had upon their firkt re-- 
fioring to- their Temporalities, by taking Fines, hath givena great 
occafionto ſome thus to think; but F muſt profes my ſelf nor to 
believe it. One of thoſe who had the greateſt ſummes of this na- 
ture proteſted, that what they took was conſiderable fqr the 
expence they had to make by repairing Palaces, Churches, Chap- 
pels, Cathedrals, &c. which inthe late time were defaced. I have 
often ſecretly wiſhed,” that our State would put themſelves to 
the trouble of requiring a ftri account of aff fyums & taken, at 
firſt, of the annual Revenues of all the Offices, and alfo' of their 
disburſements ( out of their own purſes ) for fuch repairs as are. 
pretended, that fo it might be known what they were at firſt, 
and are ſtjll bcholden to his Majeſty for, and peoples monthes_ 
may be ſtopp'd. Set Ann eh god 

But to let this paſs, (as heterogeneous to-our diſcourſe ) the 
ſams they at firſt received were doubtleſs very great z but ſup- 
poſe them what they can be, indeed they might at firſt retard the 
circulation of the Trading-ſock for a time; but ifrheſe ſarames 
were not lock'd up in cheſts and kept: in a bank, though the 
paying of them might for a tire clog the wheels of trade; yer 
how it ſhould waſte the Trading-ftockt cannot rt]l. Theſe ſtirymes - 
were again paid out to Maſons, Carpenters, Vintners, Grocers, and. 

' are long fince from one hand'or other paid :mto the hand of 
the Merchant, Andthe like may be faid, as'tb their yearly re- 
- x Cceits , 
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(5) - 
ceits. 1 do not Fe how circulation (on their Parts)" could poſli- 
bly be this way ftopt; unleſs Barky be proved. 85s for the ſub- 
ordinate Officers, I'neiher þ&hitve'they have Bails,” ror! muck 
Plate. 'For their Proffors, Regiſters, Charifthrs, Vergers, 'Afparitors, 
Singers, Gofpellers, nn, Canon, it were well it they but 
good cloathes to their backs, or durſt walk without Proted3ons: 
But yet T do think fome of theſe Officers are # vety great tauſe 
to ſtop the cirexlation ofa great part bf the Tratting-ftock;' 2nd the 
Biſhops too, as they are the heads" tb tH&ſe Cirrrtt and Officers who 
doit, To makethis out, 9 I LON 

1. It cannot be denied but thoſe Trader #hich are everciftd in the 
Manufatinres of our Wodls, are thole Trades by which England 
grows wealthy. The pobr cmployed, the rich Merchant furniſhed 
with commoditics fit fot advaritagedus Adventares; &c. Others 
do ſomething, but nothing m'compariſon of thefe; 

2. It is as demonſtrable that throughout all the Nation, Eaff, 
Weſt, North and South, the rich, molt a&ive, mmduſtrions, thriv- 
ing part of theſe Tradefmen' are fuch perſons as are leaft ſatisfied 
inthe prefent Religious performances of the Nation, and: ſuch 
asthiS age calls Fanatichr, moſt difaffectcd to the Common Prayer, 
tothe 'preſent Clergy, and moſt devoted to'thoſe Miniſicts that 
are at preſent filenced, and fo conſequently moſt lrable to Eccleſt- 
aſftical Cenfurer. DES 

3. Icis as certain, that generally they are no foo!s; but under- 
ſtand well -chough” the Ganger they are in, being once excoms . 
municated;* char, rHtir Excommengemtent ( as the Law calls it 
ſhall be' pleade'ih Bar to them, purſuing their common right in 
Law for their juſt debts,” and laying theni'open to Significavits, 
and Writs Dr excommunicats'capiendo; and Capias's upon them 77# 
irfinitem. They know this, and they have daily prelidents to 
confirm their knowledge; they ever and anon feelJomeor other 
dragged to'Gavl, &c- It istrue, the'Judges' in' the Ecclefiaſticel 
Courts are too* wiſe either to excommunicate all that are '6b- 
noxious, or to'ſue out Writs apaitift all excommunicated-: they 
know that were the wiy both' to impoveriftr rhemſttves, and'co 
ſhew the Nation aneceſſity of building up new Gaol to receive 
their pritdhets; (for tity hind that very few cortimitted by ther * 
means to ,priſon, are convinced by it ofatiy'&rot)** Bit rhe" 
wilt Yorr of tiicft” then untferſtind wall ertough chow titel they 
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lie at their merci, and that if their Stock he once out in trading, 
and an Excommunicetim overtake them before it be got in, they 


ſhall be barred from their native, right to recover it. Hence the 
generality of them eithcr make over their ettates, and throw up 
their trade; or if they do any thing, it is as little as they can, and 
with ſo much caution, as ſuits not the freedom of Trade, and 
keep in their pockets both the hands that ſhould be at work 
for the common intereſt of the Nation: and the mony which 
they ſhould uſe. . Begdes many.arc already utterly ruined. The . 
Author of Omnia Comefta, &c. promileth a Catalogue of the Fa- 
milies, which were a work worthy of his pains; and though it 
will be a {ad ſp<Racle, yet poſſibly not wnuſctul to ſuch as have the 
ſtcerage of our publick concerns. And poſlibly it were no de- 
ſpicable counſel tor any, to. offer to his Majeſty ro command out 
of every Diocels a tric account of all perſons excommunicated, 
and conſequently diſcnabled to trade, ( unleſs they haye a mind 
to give away the little they have) then his Majeſty would ſe 
how many aQiive hands arelamed, and their monies kept from 
motion for their private neceſſary occaſions, and fo turned into a _ 
dead flock. It is belicved that the number of ſuch throughout the 
Nation is not l:{s then 300r 40000. It is no hard thing to de- 
termine, that the withdrawing of their ſtocks muſt needs make 
agreat hole in the Trading-ſtock, of the Nation. It was the ſaying of 
one, who once was a great Minifter of Staten this Nation, that 
Livy (the famous Hiſtoriographer) obſcrved it The greateſt ſegdition , 
that ever was in Rome, when the Citizens went about with their 
hands in their pockets, and would do nothing, . It that obſervation 
were true, it is cvident-who have been and are the greateli cauſcrs 
of it in England. Nor is it any thing to ſay theſe Courts were as 
high, and more aQtive before 1640, when yet mony was plen= 
tiful enough. For as the Diſſenters are now twenty for ane who 
was then, {o our Trading-ſtock was then ſo great, as ſmall ſums 
were not ſo eaſily mifſed. Our heap is ſince that time . miſerably - 
diminiſhed, and weeafily miſs ſmall ſums, which then we ſhould 
not have groaned for. Yet I do believe, that the forcing multitudes 
of people then ( by thoſe Courts.) to Holland and New-England, 
gave, ps the fiſt wound . in our, Traging-ſtock,, which when we. 


thall recoyer, God knows. OE OL Ik 19 FT 
But beſides. this, it was ſaid, that. an. irtcgular cuculition;of,, 
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our' Trading-ſtock, ora too ſlow circulation of it, muſt impo- 
ventſh us as well as any: other thing. They are the great Trades of 
the Nation ſhould be maintained, and that by quick returns 
mony too, or elſe we fink. Now it may be worthy of our cons. 
fiderations, whether by the infinite ſwmmes taken on {.veral ac- 
counts by the Biſhops, Chancellors,their Conrts, and ſeveral Officers 
upon ſeveral accounts, the due circulation of our Trading-ſtock, {0 
as to maintain the great Staple Trades of England, be not diverted 
and retarded. The Author of Ommia Comeſts, &c. ſeems to argue 
as if the Biſhops and their Officers cat up, or melted all their - 
mony, or laid up all in a box. The truth is, chere is no ſuch 
thing, I believe it paſſeth as quickly from them as from any fort 
of men. What Regiſters, Profters, Apparators, Chariſters, &C. get 
uſually, they part with to the next Drawer, he to the Vintner, 
the Vintner parts with it to the-Merchant, the Merchant again to 
that Tradeſman that can furniſh him with wares fitteſt to ex- 
change for ines of all ſorts. You will ſay, Where is the errour 
then ? The circulation is perfeted, and there can be no ertfor 
unleſs the Merchant ſends Coin for his Wines, *Tis true, the cir- 
culation here is not ſtopped, but it is diverted and-retarded : the 
water runs, but it is through a ſink inſtead of the true Condwuit- 
piper which ſhould maintain the Nation. Let us a little weigh 
this. 

That there are very great ſums of mony wrung out of the 
Kings ſubjects by the Officers of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 15 evi- 
dent, and: generally from the aQtive trading part of the people :. 
pollible 10, 20, or 3o s. ſeems little to men of great cliates, but 
if 15s much to thoſe who, it may be, drive all their trade with 
.TO or 12/. This goes to Afparators,, Profters, Commiſe 
ſaries, from thence it wheels till, it is true, ic comes at laſt to 
the Merchant : but in the mean time the M;/l ttands ſtill for want 
of water, trading is ſtopped, time is loſt, many poorer perlons 
undone, In ſhort, I dothink it demonſtrable cnough, that the 
Drinking-trade is become one of the greatelt trades of the Nation, 
and what iſſues in the leaſt publick advantage. Now. if this be 
carried on only by the Drinking-ſtock; 1 mean the mony of idle. 
drones, that will ſpend their 'mony no better, poſlibly. no. harm 
cores by it to the impoveriſhing the Nation; but ifthe Trading 
flock be called in to that, I fear the Nation will feel of. it, and this 
day doth feel of it. In 
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'In ſhort, if we ſee any thing, we cannot but ſee that it is hig 
time, 'not only for the-union-of our mods; and ftalling anjzmo- 
fities, but for the keeping: of us rom beggery, to! take off all 
diſcouragements from Traders, efpccially: ſuch as #rade in- our 
Life-trades. '/The conſequent of the. ceſſation oof that wheel, muſt 
be-our inevitable overthrowand ruine. This mult be by deliver- 
ing the perſons concerned, from the. ſeverity of the Common 
Law, making Excommengement a kind of Ozt#lawry, and the $t4- 
amte-Law , ſubjecting perſons excommunicated to' Writs and 

Capizss. | 
Why ſhould Excommengements be in the ſame predicament 
with Outlawries * and revokable upon harder terms ? -Why- 
ſhould the Stateconcern it (elf to juſtific the Keys of the Church, 
which may crre? 1s not this like: the Preshyterian Horning in 
Scotland; which yet we pretend to defie ? Why ſhould the Civil 
Magiſtrate impriſfon ſober perſons, becauſe the Church-men have 
caſt them out, it may be only becauſe they did not exactly tell 
their Pigs or Geeſe, or tythe their Mint and: Anwis. Is not Extom- 
munication an Ordinance of God, and duly adminiſtred, is it not 
poenal enough ? Is it not puniſhment enough to be! deprived of 
Gods Ordinances? caſt out of communion:with his:people 2 dex 
livered up-to Sathan? And'allthis in/the-Name of! Chrift juſti- 
fying in beaven what they do on earth, provided it bs according 
to his will. | Wa acy < 1 5 3H 
Tit be not according to his will, what reaſon hath the Civil 
Magilirate to:cſpouſe their quarrels, and juſtifie-their errors ; 
yea,/and” to.involve m their guilt? For: certainly” they have 
a dreadful reckoning to make to God, that dtbar any: the pri- 
vileges of Chriſts blood, without aicaufe which:his Word fthall 
juftifie. And will no guilt follow:the Civil Magiſtrate, for ruin- 
ing perſons fo by them. excommunicated ?' Befides, thus the Ma- 
giſtrate ingageth deeply, without any cognirance' bf the cauſe to 
zudge*upon it, whether according to. Gods Word! he may, or- - 
ought to do it: he muſt give account to:God'for this mans ſuffer-- 
ingin priſon, and the ruine of his family; yethe ſhall never exa- 
mine the cauſe, but muſt take: it upon the credit of a Commiſary, 
* 3t may be ofa Syrrogate, that is not worth:ſo muehi-credit. Is 
not:this ſtrange. blind obedience to the Church ?: Is any ſuch kind- 
bf: amg- or pumſhment juſtifiable from! Scripture; or any -va« 
| | luable 
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taable Antiquity? Sure I am the-prejudice his Majeffy, andthe 
Nation receives: by theſe things arc invaluable. I my ſelF have 
known an excommunication- thus overtake in his courſe; and 
ſtop a Tradeſman upon whom the livelihood of a thouſand poor 
depended. The conſequences of theſe things tmay be foretold 
without Divination. | ; 
But I hear ſome ſaying, That to relax theſe ſeverities, were 'to 
@ doar to all Blaſphemy, Idolatry, Errors, and to the 
Aatrutio of all Ecclefiaftical Government. . * - 6 
r. To which I anſwer, that for Blaſphemy and 7dolatry, the per- 
fons T have been mentioning are far enough from any ſuch inr- 
putations , if by Blaſphemy be meant a reproachful ſpeaking »f God, 
I muſt confeſs, T think it a crime to be paniſhed by the Fudge : the 
very Law of Nature ſecures the Deity, whom the Magiſtrate ac- 
knowledgeth from fuch affronts, I mean direqs the Mzgiftrate 
fufficiently to puniſh thoſe- that are guilty, which doubtleſs he 
eught. to do, though he have. no Significant from the Ecckfi-- 
rode whe . The like F judge concerning 1dolarry, ſo highly 
eclarcd againſt in Holy Writz- though for the kind of paniſh- 
ment, whether. by Death, Bonds, or Banſhment, may be. deti- - 
berated.. . | | | Se OCT 
"2; But when did" we hear of e wretch' queftibatd : 
lately for ſuch reproachſut qa. ere in thoſe Courts in Ex - 
(though we have heard off unheard of Blafthemies) which 'tHheCi- - 
vil Judges have taken notice of, Much lefs of Idolatry, how rta- - 
ny Papifts have we heard of Excommunicated now in ſeven years - 
time ? "Nor db I blame Ecdeliaftical Courts for theſe omiſſions to 
wards thoſe which in my apprehenfion are. clearly without the 
Engliſh:Church ;' and what bath it to'do to judge them ? - | 
"3. For Errors, the Notion of them is fo large, that.unleſs-we be . 
told what they call fo, it is hard to fpeak in the caſe; there are 
Errors which by the Law of England the Civil'Magiſtrate may - 
puniſh 3 there are other ' notions that are called Errors or Truths 
according to the prevailing Party. ' Who Knoweth not that 
Kings James, and the Parliamens generally in his Reign, as thoſe - 
alſo in the time of his Majeftier Father, . judged the Arminiun 
Points, Exxors, and ſeverely declared againſt' them as ſuch: but 
do we think ſp? It may be the next Generation will: ': What - 
ſhall, we do.in this caſt? Receive thofe into our' communion + 
I 1151 F ag rate | which 
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which they wonld have caſt out, and it may. he. the next Age 
would caſt out again. Or caſt thoſe out whom they judged on- 
ly fit to be kept in, and it may be the next Age will do ſo again : 


' Yet thus much 1 could allow, that men ought to bercſrained 


by the Magiſtrate, from publiſhing any thing.in popular Audito- 
ries againſt the avowed Articles of Faith which the Church owns. 
But what nced of Oxtlawries and Writs for this? _ 

But thoſe I ſpeak of, are only ſuch as diſſent in matters of 
Worſhip, or if in matter of Do&rine; yct according to the Apolth's 
direction, they haye their private faith to _ themſelves, not _'di- 
fturbing thoſe otherwiſe minded. To forbear theſe, I cannot ſee 
how it ſhould dettroy Eccleſiaſtical Government, at, leaſt to for- 
bear them as to Mui&s, Impriſonments, Outlawries, &c. 

1. They may as well, yea better ay; the reſtraint of the Old 
Writ for burning Heret:cks, hath deſtroyed it already ; for truly 
theſe Civil Animadverſions, which men of this kind, call necef- 
fary to the Government of the Church ( if 'not a part of it ) 
without the revival of that Writ, or ſome Laws of equal ſeve- 
rity ( and unparallcI'd yet in any Protefiant Territories ) will 

be found to fignifie nothing but trouble and charge to the Nati- 
; ons. . Yea, without ſome ſuch courſe they will be forced to 
mangethcir Governmeut, contrary to all, Rules of- Juſtice, and 
vhegight eaſon : who ſeeth not they are at. that paſs already? | 
;7Cetainly never any Government in the world was counted 
juſt and reaſonable, which aſſumed to. it ſelf a liberty (-as ic 
pleaſed ) to {mite or ſpare thoſe brought under its Cognizance 
as Offendors. What ſhould we ay of our Common Low Courts ; 
if when twenty perſons were convented before them, and proved 
equally guilty of a Felony, the Judges ſhould as they pleaſed con- 
demn two, and let all the reſtgo; and of the two coridemned, 
hang one and ſpare the other. Yet is not this done in theſe 
Courts every day ? Twenty preſented for the ſame fault, cigh- 
teen it may be, ſhall pay their money and be diſcharged, the other 
4wo ſhall be decreed tobe excommunicated, and aQually excom- 
municated : A Writ ſhall be ſued out againſt one of them, he 
taken, laid up in a Goal, his family ruined; the other in the ſame 
crime, and condemnation not ſo, 
Every one ſees this is the daily praQtice 3 nor can I, nor will 
CI think ) any ſober perſon blame them. Should all Afia be ex- 
| . communicated ? 
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 rommunicated ? Should they fac out Writs. 
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man&ared, ten tines fo thany Goals as are-in-the Natiog would 

Without forme Geol-delivery therefore, the Government, thus 
Maniped, is not pradticableaccording coRules of Juſtice, which 
requireth proportions in diſtribution” of puniſhments. This 
Gaok-detrvery { unk & the perfons concerned would ſeck abſoly- 
tion, which they avefar from,' plorying in their. bonds, Tejoycing 
m#x#rGod thinks'them worthyto {uff=r, &c.:) maſt be, by putting 
the tialcfattors to dexth, or baniſhing tham'C a ſevernty Prate- 
Rant-Englznd ever abhorred ) or by a Perdow. If the Pardon 
might be under thecondition of their pronnfe $0do ſono more, 
they would not accepr de/iverance of thoſe terms; if otherwile, it 
doth but renew the ſame work .in a circle. What zcmains 


| therefore, but the 'abatement of thoſe (everities; that the cruc 


Ecilefiaftical FuriſdiGion might be pradticable ?\ which aided thus 
by the fecalay arm, and no further, 15 indeed not prafticable ac- 
cordmg to any Rules of Jaſtice.. If any ſhall lay it was with 
theſe circumſtances formerly pracicable. 1. anſwer , whe- 
ther according to Rules of Juſtice ever ance the Writ abated; de 
combnrendis heretics, 1 doubt, but all know what confulions an 
attempt for it- brought the Natioa into: Add to this, that the 
number of Diſfenters is fithence multiplyed an handred fold, and 
Knowhedge as proportionably encreaſcd ; (©: as they find in,the 
ſufferers quite another Spirit. 1t was then 1are to hear of one 
+mpriſoned upon the'Wret De Excommicapiends, lying a Month, in 
-Prrfon now the Goals are every where docked with them, ,and 
they arc triumphing m their bonds, whileft-in the mean time 
molt ſober eyes that beheld them, pity them, and too many 
curſe the Anthors of their milcries, while they hear them proved 
guilty of nothing, - but not-taking. a Charch-wardens Oath, not 
coming to hexr Common Phuyerorthelike, the pesſons being. known 
'of pious and ſober, and uſcfut lives. COLLNC | y | 

' -| 2, But were-this indeedito-let looſe the acins of all Eccleſialti- | 
'cal Government? Surely, thoſe who fay fo, know not what it 

is., & not the firſt Commiſſion for that Government upon re- 
cord, Marth, 18. Let us hear it,” If hy Brother offend 8hee , go; ang 
il bim of it betivixt thee 'and'thim: of be hnareth hes, thou! baſt 
gained 4hy Brother, If the heargth whe at, Holy. two-or, thres! pre 
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thee, &c.- If hc hear them not, Tell the Church; of be beareth not 
85e Charch, Let bim be to thee, as an Heathen, and as a Publican, We 
muſt ſuppoſe the Swrrogate and Regiſter to be the Church, Theſe 
perſons refuſe to hear them}, what faifh the Rule, Lee him be to thee 
as an Heathen, cr a Publican. Caſt him out of thy communion, 
eat not with him, as the Apoſile calls 1t, reje& him ( as in the di- 
recionto Timothy. ) Not a word of, Let him not ſue for his debts, 
Let a Significavit be granted, and a rit ſued out againſt him,and 
he taken and thrown into a Gaol. / Theſe things . never came 
into Chriſts heart, he never ſpake a word of them to his Apcſiles 
(whoſe Succeflors our Biſhops would be Jnor Pa! to Timothy, (one 
whom they pretend to havebeen a Biſhop ) Let none ſay , the 
Church then kad noChriſtianMagitirate to aid her. They who urge 
that" as any thing of' anſwer, conſider not that Chriſt did know 
well enough, that Kings ſhould to his Charch be nurſing Fathers, 
for his Father had promiſedit, and he was of Conncel 20 bis Father 
in this Decree of it : nor yet do they conlider, that Chrilt was 
giving "therea perpetual Rule for the Government of his Church 
till his Second coming. The truth 15, the Church needed no 
aid of the Temporal Sword to add terror to its. cenſures, till the 
Gwides- of it-began' to-be looſe, and give themſelves liberty, to 
ſirike with Chrifts Sword, without looking for direction from 
hisRule, making that Sword revenge their quarrels, and fatisfic 
their laſts ; by which means, the Cenſwres of the Church, preſently 
' loſt their-authority. So long as the Officers of the Church exe- 
*<#ted the plain revealed Will of God upon Offendors, they had the 
advantage of the offenddrs Conſcience condemning them within, 
whiles they gravely. with-the authority of Chriti, executed the 
Church cenſure upon them, and God oft times, with extraordinary 
judgements on offendors gave teſtimony to them. But aſſoon as 
*tnſtead of executing the will of Chriſt, they. came to execute 
"their: own luſts, errors, and paſſions, they loſt all advantage from 
the ( pretended )Offendors conſcience,npr did God {iand by them. 
Sothey were forcedto ſuc-to the Civil Magiſtrate for beteyogene- 
our-aid 5 hence burning Hereticks , OxtJawing of excommunicate per - 
ſons 5 Qing out Writs, to impriſon them, &c. All theſe things had 
theirgiſe" 1m corrupted Popiſh timer, . when the great Ybore. had 
made the Princes of the-Earth - drunk. with her abomiations ; but 


all: theſe things are clearly forreign. to. the Government of the 
| | | : - _ Church, 
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Church, - Though indeed ' it. ſeems the duty. of-the Civil Magj- 
ſtrate, to ſecure the Church, from diſturbance by the rudeneſs of 
otfendors z though they, may be ſuffered to be as Heathens, yet. 
they muſt not b2 ſuffered to be diſturbers of thoſe who make 
more Conſcience, as Chriſtians. EA — 
But. laſtly, fuppoſing ſomething of this nature were neceſſary,or 
might at leaſt; be judged expedient, Mzght not the intrinſecal power 
of the Church,” with the advantage of this forreign aſſiſtance be exe- 
cuted 'upon objets enough, -who; could not ſo much as pretend to any 
thing of Conſcience : nor would any judge them ſuch ſufferers ? Have 
we not enough of Drunkards, filthy Unclean Perſons , Profane Swear- 
"ers, Curſers, Sabbath-breakers, Lyars, Revilers, diſhonourers of Parents, 
Takers of Gods name. in vain, Extortioners, and other brute Beafts,(the 
true ſpots of all Chrittian aſſemblies )for this power to be exerciſed 
upon ? and as to the cenſuring, and other puniſhment of whom, 
they ſhould hot only be juſtified from Gods, word, and the, joint 
ſuffrage of all good and ſober men , but. alſo the concurrent 
ſuffrage of the offendors conſciences, that they are but juſtly 
dealt with. Theſe men could not ſo much. as fay,:; when the 
Were excommunicated, impriſoned, &c. We ſuffer theſe things, begazt e 
we dare not ſin, againſt God, © Nor. that the word of God obligeth 
them to do ſuch things. . Do they doubt. whether theſe in En 
land would make ſuffcient fuel for their fire ?._. doubtleſs they 
are double the number of Non-conformiſts, and ( according to the 
Divine Rule ) the proper objects of ſuch Cenſures, 1 Cor. 5. 11, 
12.. But the truth 1s; it is rare to hear that theſe Courts take any 
notice at all of. theſe, and. I have often thought it ene of the 
great artifices of the Devil, to ſecure theſe Servants of his, by di- 
verting our Church-men to fall only upon Non-conformiſts. 
Thus far, Sir, without.any paſſion or prejudice I have 'delibe- 
rated. alittle upon the firlt Dyery in the. fore-mentipned Pamphlet, 
and conſidered how far the anſwer given by that Author: to it is 
more; or leſs proper. | How fortunate you. will judge me 'in my 
Animadyerſions, or enquiry after the true cauſe of our Evils, I 
leave to your Judgement. . | 
But in truth Sir, I ſhall not wonder if what I have ſaid doth 
not give. you a full;Gtisfacion, for it doth not fatisfie my felt 3 
I.think.,when we have dived as deep as - we can by humane rea- 
ſon igta this great Myſteric of Proyidence, we ſhall be Foun 
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fly-to occult. caſes, and refolve it into the great Vengeance of God: 
upon a finful Nation, which Vengeanee-indced is executed by 
fome Second Cauſes ; but -as the Wrath' of God is doubtliefs the 
bigheſt cauſe, ſo the Proximate Caxfe is much hidden to us. 

It poſſibly might be a work more worthy our pains to con- 
fiderfor what fins, God thus falls upon us. And verily weare 
grown a Nation fo vile, with all manner of Abominations, that 
we may quickly find enough to incenfe a juft and angry God. 
What murthers and manſſaughters * What prodigions filthinefl and 
#ncleanneſl hath been, and is heard of every day ? What beaftly 
drunkenneſs? What Oaths, Perjaries, and Blaſphemies © What viola- 
tion of Gods Sabhaths * What horrible profanation of his Ordinances? 
What harſh wſage of thoſe who deſire to fear bis name ? To ſpeak 
all in. a word: © I not the propagation of. the plirions Goſpel of 
Chrift, one of the greateſt defrgns which God hath on'foor ( in 
order to his glory )) inthe world * Is not that it by which ſouls 
are turned as from dumb. Idols, fo from beefy kits, and fmſml 
conrſes to the Trving God ® Is there no ſtopping of the progres of 
this ? Nay, have not theſe few years pat fuch a cheek upon it; 
and given fuch a ſtop to it, as is to be pardIt'd by no'ftory ſince 
the Chriſtian Religion was known in the' world. We hayc heard 
before of fome fingle Miniſters Silence, and forbidden to preach 
but upon fuch terms, as they were forced to refufe nnleſs to 
ſave the ſouls of others they would damn their 'own by -wilfal 
ſmning, But wag'it ever before heard, that at. one firoke three or 
fonr thouſand ſhould be legally filenced, and' their parts and gifts 
rtſtraived tocorners, and not to be-exercifſed there, but with dan- 
ger of the ruine of them and their families ? Do we ftand and 
wonder, that the Vengeance of God fhoald follow a Nation in 
which ſuch a thing is found ? whenmthe mean time, thouſands 
of ſouls periſh for want of knowledge : And'to make up this bietns, 
this want of Miniſters; others have two, 'three,” four Livings, 
many. of which are not fit to take'care ofthe als in one oftheir 
Pariſhes, ſuch Tgnoramusr's, as they arc not fit to teach at all. 
Others. {os abominably debaucht in their praQtice, that their 
- Preaching is by the example of their Tives. made ineffeQnal. Let 
us wonder no more Sir, at this dreadfal Curſe of God! upon us 
while we have dane, and perfift yet in doing that, for which the 
wrath of God(( faith the great Apoſtle”) came pon the  Fews #0 the 
«moſt. 
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utmoſt 'x Pha; 16. rome, idding "ts t0 freak to the Genifles, that 
they might be ſaved,' that they might fill un) the meaſure of their ini 
quities, for the wrath of Goa # come mpon them to the utmoſt. ; We 
know how fevere God was againſt the Jews, for denying the be- 
nefit of the year of F=bitee, in giving liberty to their ſervants, What 
cin we expe hefſhould be to is, who deny the benefit of the ac< 
pie year of ſ#toation, to-poor fonts, in not- aHowing liberty for 
the Preaching of the Everlaſting *Goſpe} ? | 
-'Thas Sir | you have my thoughts'as to the firſt Query: Thave 
a leifarable hour, I'care not if I beſtow it upon you in ſpeak- 
ing aword or two; to thoſe other Dweries to which he faithno- 
thing, though the Queſtions be odly pat, yet pofſibly we may 
find ſomething -of Moment in them. © 
\ The fecond @mery is as he fiares it thus : - , 
Quer, 2. Whether feeing all Reformed Churches in Earope did, 
#pon their firſt Reformation, and departure from Popery, caſt ont 
alt Droceſan Bifhops, name, and thing, as an «ffice, altogether P6- 
pifh, together with all their Hierarchical appartenances,. and as 
_ © 20*his day efteem of them no otherwiſe, England ſhoutd not have * 
done, or may not do the like ? '© © © ph On Ons 
- That all Reformed Charches in Ezrope, did fo as is faid in this 
Drery (- thongh fome will deny ) is undoubtedly true 3 
Their Snperintendents arc quite other things in Power as well as- 
Name. t what will you (xy, if upon ajuft and dae enquiry,. 
we ſhall find that ('abating Names which do not ſo trouble con- 
ſiderate men ) England, and the firff Reformers m it ( which [ 
count from King Edward the fixth his time, for King Henry the 
_ Eighth deſerves little of that name ) did the like as to their fetled. 
Laws, though there have been other pretences, and be yariations- 
in Pra&tice from thoſe fetled Rules... | 
* To the finding out the truth-in this pazticular, and fo a little 
allay this heat, we muſt firſt confider the notion of a Biſhop 3 
then the adjuntofPypiſh; and laſtly, The appurtenances both to 
the one, and the other. . 

The name Epiſcopxs is innocent enough , figmfying no more 
than an Overſeer, applycd to the Congregation,: or colle&ve- body of 
Chriſtians; He15an Overſeer of the Church, which overſight is 
taken to comprehend DoGrine & Government.So that he is'a perſon, 
whoſe Office it is to look to, to feed with the word of COR. 
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and.to, govery with the Erook or Rod of Diſcipline, the, Church .of 
Chriſt: and under this,overhight comes the. Ordinatien of Mzni- . 
fters. - That Chriſt ( the Lord of the Church ). hath appointed 
ſome Officers in it, to whomhe hath delegated a power, _ #o teach 
bis Goſpel to his people; and to ordain Teachers to them, and” by his 
Rulcs of Diſcipline to govern them, 1s; a truth which 1 think yo. 
ſober perſons ever doubted.: That, the firſt work: of Preaching 
the Goſpel b:longs to all Mimiſters,.;is without, quettion<, The , 
queſtion is, whether the Ordaining Minifters. ordinarily, , and the 
governing of the Church, by a juſt dealing out of ſuch cenſures as 
Chriſt hath ordained to reclaim thoſe that err from his rule, be- 
long t2 a ſingle derſor, or to more in .conmunion, The Presbyteri> 
ans contend for the latter, upan the account: of a Divine right. 
Thoſe that contend for Biſhops, contend, That in the Church, Mi- 
nifters ought to be ordained by a ſingle perſon, whom they call. a Biſhop, 
either without any joyaed with him, or without any neceſſarily joining 
with bim in that afiiom, And that the Cenſares of the Church 
ought ( «fpecially Excommunication ) to be dealt out by the ſame 
perſon. But how  faras to the latter any Biſhops power ſhall 
extend 15 attother queſtion. The Papiſts contend foran Univerſal 
Biſhop, who {( inſtead of St. Peter) ſhall extend this power to the 
wimnſt ends of the Earth, even ſo far as. Chriſt hath, poſſcſſion. 
Others. plead for a Dioceſan Biſhop,whoſe cye ſhould be over many 
particular Churches,but how, many they allow to be. of Civil right 
to determine. Y Now for luch an,Ofhcer as this > 08 © ;+4 Fitted p34 

; 4. Same plead a Dzvine Right, that this was the will of Chrift- 

Sagh they ſay, were the Apoſtles, who muſt have Succefſors, (not - 
conſidering that this Argument holds for univerſal Biſhops ) 7#- 
das ( faith Dr. H.) was a Dioceſan Biſhop, he went 10: his Diocels,: 
Acis 1. C but the generality of Divines gudge that. a Dioceſs not 
very defirable. ) Some plead: the Prefidents:.of 4zmothy and iTitxs : 
but moſt think that Mr..Prfz hath ſo uabiſhop'd them, as they 
will ncver again gct.on their Rochets, Others, the Angels of the. 
Churches, which if:thcy were Angels guardian ( as ſome would 
have it ) Or the Meſſengers of thoſe Churches to ſome Coun- 
cil.: Or the Meſſengers and Embaſladors of Chriſt ( as all Minj- 
fers are ) to particular Chprches :, or @ny-clleGive body, makes 
nothing in the proof of ,what {ome would. have it to prove. 
Now: if any notwithſtanding this, will .thigk that this Office 
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is Fure Divino ; this will not make the Engliſh Biſhop, a Popiſh Bi- 
ſhop ;. unleſs the' Law of England ſo: determines him ( which it 
doth not ) Indecd Biſhops, thatcontend for this, may be. called 
Popiſh, as contending for a point which no true Proteſtants ever 
contended for : Yet not properly, for neither will Popery allow 
any ſuch thing. Allknow how flifly this was. oppoſed in the 
Council of Trent 5 at which timc it was ( faith the Hiſtory of 
Trent ) reſolved . in the Congregation of Cardinals, That their Legats 


at the Conncil,: ſhould. inviolably obſerve not to ſuffer a d:termination Sr, N. Breuts 
to paſs the Gouncil; that Biſhops were Jure Divino. It 1s true, Gra- Hiſt. p.60z. 


nata, Fonſeca, Sincont , ſtifly defended it 3 but many others, and 
Laynez in particular as ſiifly oppoſed it. So as ſuppoſe a Biſhop 
thinks he ſtands by a Divine Kightz. Yet this makes not all Engliſ- 
Cai Popiſh ;, for no- Parliament: of England ever fo eſtabliſhed 
them. _ . 

2.Some plead for a Frs Eccleſiafticum,and ſome,to carry it as high 
as they can, call it Apoſtolicum. The meaning is , that though 
Chriſt did not indeed inſtitute ſuch an Order 3 nor ever did it 
came into his heart, yet the Apoſtles did 3 ( witnels Timothy and 
Titus ) or if they forgot it, yet the Primitive Church did, to 
whoſe Couſtitutions we are obliged, in the Caſe ſb pena, of a 
Schiſm. - The firſt part of this 1s- the ſame with a Divine Right, 
The latter would never yet be-declared in any Engliſh Law, fo 
that no Engliſh Biſhop ſtands on that foot , no nor yet by the 
Papiſts themſelves allowed. Who generally divided themſelves 
into, two parts : Some pleading for a Divine Right , which the 


Church of Rowe never would allow. Others for that only which -_ - 


followeth. ; 

3. Thetruly called Popiſh Biſhop therefore pretends to his Ot- 
fice Fure Pontificio. Chriſt made St. Peter a Biſhop, and gave him 
power to make Biſhops, Thus the Papalins in the Council of 
Trent:hence they ſue to the Pope for the Biſhoprick,by him really 
( though in ſhew it may be, from a Chapter ) they are made, 
clothed with their Authority, &c. Thoſe that know the Laws 
of England, know that it isa dangerous thing for any Engliſh Bi- 
ſhop, either to ſue to the Gentleman at Rome for any ſuch Office, , 
or accept it from him ; ſo that nonecan upon that account pre- 
tend. to their Office. | ; | 
| 4+ What remains,but J#s Kegizm & Ceſarenm, the Kings Laws; 

| OX; 


{2 Edw. 6+ 2- 


4 


__ gs A ro Pe La FO 2.” $44 —"R Tn £ OE By. L 
et 6 a POT IR, / CER 4 T5 « FR 
7 Wu l "hs % Tel - 
. = ia % 


or Lexterre, the Law of the Land, which, ( before the: Befor- 


mation ) Whereas oxr Royal Grandfather fonuded this Charch in the 


ftateofPrelzcy'; and upon thc Reformation, \expredly (et the Exy- 


fb Biſhops as mnuch a Civil foundation, as a Jultice of Peace 
pag he. Hens madcin the firſt year of Eawardhe firſt; 
Which Statute makes. Anchlifſhopricks and Beſboprickr the Kings 
gifts. v. U amps dll eleFiions 0 rhe Offices. . 3.Makes the Rings Pa- 
tents ſufficient ro make any penſon-a Biſhop. 4. Peremmpronly de- 
clares all Ecclefsaftica! porwwer to be, and Courts #8 be kept by noother 
authority, forrtign, or mithintbe Realm, butfrom theKing. And 
to tcltife this, 5. Enjoyns them to have the Kings Arms in their 
Seals. 6. To fend owt Proceſſes, Citations and Swunmons #4 ve Ki 

name, with their own Tefte only. If this be not « to make 
the.Office perfetly Civil, (mn-a fixit fenſe ): though exerciſed 
about Church-affairs, (about which Civil Magiſtrates have their 
Office, as all fober men grant) I would fain know what +5: - Ic is 
true, 'Queen Mary vepcaled this Law, x Mar. 2. but both Queen 
Elizabeth and King James rcpcaled that repeal, x Elis. 1. Fac.'25. 


_ However it is ſufficient to tell us, what foot our 


thought fit to {et thoſe Ecdeſiaſtical Officers upon in England, and 
to that purpoſe I only urge it. ics be la 

I know there have been momentous queſtions flarted upon 
that Statuite, x Eaw. 6. 2. dpecally m 'the' Parliatnent held 'm 
the fourth of King Famer : ſome urging firiAMy in force of that 
Statute, that there were then no Biſhops in England, and that 
their Acts were all null and void, becauſe necher their: conſti- 
tution, nor ye their proceedings were according to the Statute, 
1 Edw.6. And I have ſeen ſome Papers printed to this oo 
4mce the late weſtoring of Biſbops,and know many 'who ftand 
upon this'wah the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, and refaſe obedience to 
their Citetions, &c. becauſe their Proceſſes are not m the Kings 
Name, mor the Kings Arms uſed jnthem'Scals, by which means 
-they have ruwtheraſdves intoigreat prejudices. ''The 'trath is, 


' that notwirhftanding that Stare, our Common Lawycrs have 
- judged, our Biſhops Confttutions and way of proccedings war- 
- raticable by Law, yet( if ſo mach }) #t 15 but barely fo, as may. be 
- judged by any that will purhianſcifro the trouble of underfiand- 
.ing the nicety of the caſe. Upon the diſquiſition before: mentioned, 


4 Foc. [the Judges at -firt thought, that by Law the Biſhopricks 
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. were all yoid, and their proceedings null, the Statute 1 Edw. 6. 
repealed x. Mar. being revived again by the Statute 1 Eliz. & 
1 Fac. 25- Butcoprevent the confuſion they ſaw would follow, _ 
they {et themſelves to a further fearch, and found that the Statute 
. I Edw.6. was not only plainly repealed by 1 Mar. ( which was 
. indeed rcpcaled afterward; but in'part by the Statute j, 2 Phil. 
. & Mar. cap. $. in theſe words, — And the Eccleſtaſtical 
_ Fariſdiftions of the 4 rchbiſbops, Biſhops, and Ordinaries, t» be in the 
Jame ſtate for Proceſs of Suits, Puniſhments of Crimes, and Execution 
of Cenſzres of the Church, with knowledge of ccauſcs belonging to the 
fame, and as large in theſe points 4s the ſaid S_ twas, the [aid 
. 20 ear. And in whole verixaly (for expretly it 45 not to this day ) 
by the Statute, x Elis. cap, 1. as it reviveth the Statute made in 
25 Hen. 8.20. ( though it doth not at all mention the Statute 
made upon the Reformation 1x.Edw. 6. ) which unqueſtionably 
. would have bcen expreſly-named-and- repealed in it, if the - Par- 
liament had ever intended to repeal ir. | 
The Statute 25 Hen: 8. 20. chiefly relates to the reſtraint of 
paying the. Pope A4rnates and Firſt fruits. In the latter -part it 
. direQs the. way-of canftituting Biſ&»ps for the time to come, - Tt 
will not be amif6 to ſet down the ſubſtance of it; that we may 
yet be fully convinced, that Biſhops in: England ſtand meerly up- 
ona Civil foot. That Statute therefore provides, 
I. Thatupon the avoidance of any Archbiſpoprick or Biſhoprick, 
the King may grant to the Prior or Covent, or the Dean and Cha- 
 þter of the Cathedral Churches or Monafteries, a Licenſe under the 
Great Seal to proceed to an' Eledion, &c. With a L'it.r mffrue, cor- 
taining the name of the perſon which they ſhall ele or chuſe. li they ne- 
glee twelve days, the King may make the Biſhop by his Letters P 2- 
tents. When choſen, the other Biſhops are enjoyncd to conſecrate 
bim ; it they donot chaſe the perſon ſo nominated, and certifie ſuch 
eleJion within twenty days, or refuſe to Conſecrate him, thcy by 
_ that Statute incur a Premunire. This is the ſubſtance of that Sta- 
tute; by vertue of which, all our Common Lawyers, ſay our 
| Biſhops are choſen. In this Statute there are alſo theſe- words : 
That every perſon ſo elected and conſecrated --+--ſrall be obey 'd 
in all manner of things, according to the name, title, degree and 
. dignity that ibey ſhall be choſen-and preſented unto; and do and ex- 
- ecnte 7n every thing and things® weang the ſame, as ary. Archb:(hop 
4 
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* or Biſhop of thit Real withewt offending of the Prevogative Riyal of 
| CI a Lions and Cuſtoms ir Lond ares at any 


time heretofore dv. "This Statute held in force till x Edw.:6. The 
Parliament then, as appears by their ſecond AR, judged, that the 
Ele&ion by Deans and Chapters were to the long delay, and 
coſts and charges of perſons fo choſen, and the faid Elec7zons in 
very deed no EleGions, but only had coloxrs, ſhadows, and pretences 
of Elefions, ſerving to no purpoſe, and ſeeming alſo atory andl pre-- 
pudicial to the Kings Prerogative Rigal. Therefore' they EnaQt as 
afore-ſaid, That no Writ of Conge-de-Shirefhowld be granted, nor 
any ſuch Eleftion made. But Biſhops ſhould be made by the Kings 
Letters Patents. In the fame AR they dedare, That all Autborny. 
of F uriſdiftion Temporal and Spirineal, is derived and deduced from 
the Kings Majefty----= And that all Courts Ecchefiaftical be kept by 
20 other power or anthority, either Forreign or within the Realm, but 
by the authority of bis moft Excellent Majeſty. To evidence this, they. 
by their Ah enjoyn all Summons anid Citations, or other Procefi Ec- 
cleſiaftical, Ec. to be made in the name and flyle of the King. They: 
give the reaſon, becauſe toſend out- Surnmons in their 'own 
names is. according to the form and manner as it was nſed in the 
——_ time of tbe Biſhop of Rome, contrary to the form anil order 
of the Summons and Proceſi of the Cimmin-Law uſed in this Realm. 
They. further by. the fame AR- erjoyn the Kings Arms 'to be'tn- 
graven in their Seals of Office, with certain charafters under the Ars - 
for the knowledge of the Diocefl. Andthe ſame A enjoyns them to 
uſe no other Seal, under penalty of bis Majeſties diſpleaſure, and impri- , 
Theſe prudent Senators faw the Biſhops of thoſe times un- 
willing to ſtand meerly on & civil foundation, and ' therefore 
taking all advantages to entitle themſelves to atiother derivation 
of Power and Office, and therefore cautioned it by this Statute. 
Qaeen Mary ſucceeding, and reftoring the Biſhop of Rome to 
his former power, wholly abrogated this Statute, and- after- 
ward, 1, 2 Phil. Mzr. repeated all Statotes agamfi the See of 


. Rome. It doubtleſs was never the intention” of the Law-givers 


torepeal the. Statute 1 Eby. 6. for it was done before -- wy F | 
on!ythoſe. words drop'd in which befexe were mentioned, "And 
the Ecclefiaſtical Farifditions, &c. Queen Efizabeth fucceeds ; The 


Parliament'-in the firſt year of her Reign repeals che aforefaid. 


Statute, 


(25) 
Statute, 1 & 2. Ph:l. Mar. $. and revivech all branches and clauſes 
in any Statute, repealed by that Statute of Kepeal, which are not 
in that A& tein mentioned and revived $but indeed that Sta- 
tute doth revive m_— Statute 25 Her, $8, 20. firſt mentioned, as 
forbidding Annatcs- and Finjt-fruits to be Daid to the Pope, and i; t= 
ting a way for the eboice; of Biſbops, All this while the Statute 
1 Afsr. 2, (tands in force, by which the Statute 11 Edw.6. 2. 
was repealed, ;and fo, fox ought. I read it did, till the 1 Face 25. 
when it was repealed wholly. So that then notwithitanding 
Queen Mary's repeal, the Staxute x Edw. 6.2. was aliveand of 
force again, according to. the rule in our Law, Remato impedi- 
mento reviviſcs ftatutum, Put although that Statute of repeal was 
led; yetthe Judges:thought 1n 4 Fac. that the Statute: of 
yp Phil. Mar. $. had words: cuough to repeal that of 1 Edw. 
6.-2..25 to Prateſſes, Seals, Bic. and. that the Statute 1 Eliz. did re- 
peal that Statute: x Edxv.6, 2. wholly, It is manifeſt, that his: 
Majcky had a mind to-find afalve. Br the fore at that time, and. 
the Fudges: were-as zealous. in the caſe to prevent the contuſion 
ather determinations would have made in judiciary — 
But 'we all: low. determinations, fo. encouraged, do. not al» 
ways prove the:juſtef.'i And: my: Lord Cook plainly ſays, That 
the Judges opon digor enpuiy, t $1 did ethedaw fo, (ic. 
s were all void, and their aTions fince x Fuc.25, 
Fa and yoid .) but afterward they determined otherwiſe ; 
ay t:Becauſe of the afore-mentioned <a, I, SF; & 
Mor, MD <1, of 
z:Butfirf, this was. bac izmplicis leinly) never intended: by 
the Parliament im that AQ, for they had quite ſlain the Awe. 
{peak'of by a Parliament, 1 Mer. 2. 

2. That clauſe ſaith 'no more then that theix Jurifdition (hall 
bein the ſame ftate for Proceſſes, &c. :.Mult it therefore needs: fole; 
low; that.itauRt.be inthe ſame. Name; and with the ſame Seal ? : 

- $- But thirdly, the Statute-2 Elz; plainly repeals; all words and 
clanſet inthat At; )1,,3:Fhit-L* Mar. c. 8. except what is ſpecially 
mentianedand reyived in that AQ, which I think nothing in that 
Statute'is but: the clauſes about Premanire, which. are indeed in 
that Ac fpecis/ly covtinued. and:revived; _ - | 

+ 2: But it: is: laid that the At x Eliz. reviving the AR 
25 Hen.;$, 20, MG ET 1 Eqw.6.2. ; 
2 1.1 


rnd ee” 0 .44-4L.; 
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1. If it doth, it is but virexally, (as the 'Judgesgranted) for it 
1® not expreficd. . | rw OLIN 
2. Should not the A@ 1 Edw. 6. 2.-have been then mentioned” 
and repealed ? Jorg can | 
 - Ir 15 faid, That Liter Laws aboliſh former contrary Laws. But here 
$10 contrariety, though a little diverſity. What power the A& 
25 Hen. $. gave the King, in cafe the Dean and Chapter, or the 
Prixr ref{cd ſpzedy obedience, ithis Act gives the King, without 
the Ccr:mony of the Writ, and Letters miſfivez both gave-the King 
a power to make the Biſhop by Letters Patents. | 
3. But ſuppoſe it 'that the AF 20 Hen. 8, was revived from: 

1 Eliz, that Statute gave them no power but with a ſalve to the 
Kings Prerogative, and ' the Laws and Cuftoms of the! Lend.-- Sup- 
pole it was not the! Kings Prerogative before, yet <certainly-it was 
by the Statute -1 Edw.6. 2. made a-picce of his Prerogative-by 
fole Letters Patents to make. any perſan Biſpop,' without - uſing the 
former method of Writs of Conge de-ſhiere, and Leggers Miſſive, and: 
returns uponthem.. So that although 10 or 12 yearsatter this, 
the Act of 20 Hen. 8; xcvived, yet it then gave them no'power 
tomake cleQions otherwiſe theni according tothe Statue x Edw:;- 

6. 2. becauſe it wascontrary then to the Prexogative Royal, * 
And the ſame Parliament, 1 Edw. 6. 2.: declares jt-.contrary-to 
the comrſe of Law, #hat Courts derived only from his Majifly ſhould ſend 
ont Proceſſes 3tber than the Kings name. - So that ypon'an tyuitable: 
jadgnent, the zeviving the Statute 25: Hen. 8 -reſtorcd nothing 
to them taken away by the Statute 1 Edw. 6. 2. becauſe contrary- 
to. his Majefties Prerogative Rojal, and- theicaftoms of the Laws of 
the Land. | 3605 9: 259:meibhs vt 
4. Indecd the revival of the Statute 25 Her. $. 20. candidly in- 
terpreted, reached mo- farther then- as tothe firſt part bf it, for 
paying Amnates and: Firlt-fruits no more-to the Pope, but-ro-the: 
King * and doubtlefs if they had intended'more, 'they would in- 
terms have repealed that AR -» Edw.' 6:52: which they needed 
not, for it ſtood repealed till x Fac. 25: when Queen Mary's AGt 
of Kepeal was in whole repealed, and that Statute had a. new 

life gwen 'to it. | And jfthat -Partiament_'had not thought c 

had r.ſtored the AR 1 Edw. 6. 2. toits vigour, to what purpoſe 
did'they 'repcal. that: A& cf 'repeal at | that- time ? . But this ex 
abundanti for t'ze Statute, - 25 Hen. 8.20, :plainly enough _ 


(27) 
the Enghſb Biſhop on a meer Civil Foundation. The King mult : 
nominate him to, the Prior-or De, they muſt chuſe Pere From 
the King noryinateth, 'and 70 othey ;; if they donor, they are'in a 
premmnire;" if 'they negh(,” the King hath'a-ſole per to.do it'by- 
his Letters Patents, - Wiltthey ſay, the Kiigs! nomination doth: 
not-make the Biſhop ? I would then demand what doth ?* Not- 
their elſeion, for they can only chuſe whether they will have him 
o® none, if they will not,” the Kings Letters Patents ſhall. do the 
deed without them: '*<Will they fay, it is the following Conſec#a- 
ton 7 (© which'ss all the Law'allows it, 'faich nothing 'in:the Sta- * 
tute 25 Hen.'8. 20. of the'ordaining Biſhops) all kiow'that is but a" 
folemnity for Gods blefling upon the perſon nominated and cle- 
Red: © Upon this refixRAtion, Sir, cvupon 'our Engliſh Laws and cone 
ſtiemtjong, it is to nje as clear as the light; -that althoagh our filt 
Refqrmers were pleaſed to retain ſome vid natnes,© yet they at the: 
firſt 'boliſhed' all Popif'Biſhops. * Setting Bifhops gpon-a-micer- 
Civitbottom,” which is a'notion far enough from Popihh Bilhops, 
they ate all divided in'two parts. * Some judging the Office by 
Divine right: ' others pleading | for it 'only as derived from the 
Pope th ons -- who ( Gay they Yhath power to conſti- 
cite Biſhops. 7 Th/oppofition An he BA ith Ei iſh Refor- 
rkers, a they d4mned-thtlitter, ſo cheydifowned the former, 
2nd put All the power ofthis natute int6'the hands ofthe/ (Civil. 
Meoziftrae, from whom! alone - the Enyliſh\- Biſhop muſt derive 
name and thing, rand honazr,” 'Nor'ls it poſlible "they ſhould, 
with the"teaft co ont of reaſbn,-pretend' to'more, Asto'the lat- 
ter, goa rat Ry the” Law'of England makes cit & premiifire 
tor daim-from'tht Pope, hd King Hegry B: in his, rims? deeply 
fined*them 'alffor but takiii'an Oath to the Pope, wwhenthe hill 
cliofen them. © Apd for'any pretence to. Jus divinum, Apoſtolicum, 
or Ecclſiaſticiem, it is as \vainas canbe imugined; - For it belongs 
tothe, efferice” of fuch a Biſhop tobe thyſen into ' his placez- ac- 
cording tb foine *prefcript an rr Word, ' Hpoftblical: or ' Bee. 
chfidftice} Canon, -CWaity ſach(Chutth” Cindn -conld* bintl! us: 
Now I ſuppoſe they will not pretend \frorn Gods'Word ho ſhe 
vs, or in'agy Cation 'to ſhew us a Conſtitution to this/ purpoſe, 
that in Nations where are Chriſtian' Magiſtrates, the ' chief Ma- 
giftrate  ſballHommare a *perſon whom the Dean and Chapter ſhall 
cbuſe, . and others ſpall conſecrate, and who before. ſuch — 
4 4 e 1078 
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. e'efiion and conſecr ation, bad no - Power to ordain a Miniſter, nor to. 


expaute | a Churchr-cenſure » but immediately after ſuch nomination, 
eleftion and conſecestion, fball have ſuch power ,. and none but He... 
If they Gay, the elefion and nomination arc 24844 Puig I, would fain 
know. why. any elſe. may not as well as they pretend to. the 


. Office ? 


I am aware it will bc x ojeebeg, that the Civil Magiftrate cannot; 
give any power to ordain Miniſters, or. excommmunicate, no. more. 
then he can adminiſter the Sacraments, ;';But I anſwer, It is one 
thing t0.give the power, anothes thing tq..allow the exerciſe of the. 
power in. his Territories.. The perſon nominated and cleQed as 
aforc-ſaid, ifhe doth thoſe miniſterial a&s which.it. may be are 
not eſſential to the Office of an Evgliſh Biſhop, { had we never 
any Biſhops that did. neigher ?.) js (uppoſed to. have this power 
in him-before_ by, ſome. Exclelialtic Qcdination, _ His Majeſty, 
only calls him out EEE ; in his; Ayer tories, and hmits him. 


as tothe execution,” and further gives EXD 
good reveree, and to judge in thoſe C properly) Giri brit which 
former Laws have made 


under. the 1 four 
which his Mzjcllty, thor inas him nl = Tas. aft . ion 
By Fe my, + Fouſlcs,, Fo the {he conlcatgn pooh þ 

opiſh, Nor Þus, dependency: ſuch. war's} FE 7 

By = { 


yi 


ay how whe (entiments in apy Dodring 
any of theix Day pre 5 6 quite 
cither their perſonal fawlt, may 


Laws, which he hatha ov ogaign von! NS 


Fox: the appurtenagt. Officers 2a theſe —_ eclchaktical 
Miniſters, <dach, a8: C s  Conmmiſſaries,: acont, ; Re 
gifters, Advocates, Profiars, print nts The, names indeed. arg of 


anold extract, and ly. 


deviſed by EO yas their. 1 maps 


is according to that wr | &y, expe; Now 1 
an nos-mugh;angry Af -NA@cs, : _ caſes could with 
forme le offenſive. -. omuchi eh; neg odeh cnovgh to kg Ck 


mo; Theqhind feng, Sir, b} end ared: 1 uncoutf 5: i, har I have no 
rot as it lies in.che Pamphlct. I chink T hall ſpeak 
_ erarye i would have, ananſng to ain Ks. Age Shis ſhore, 


4 
"ous 


"4" "m8 
Quz: 4: IF Dedbi ir be nor Laoful dnal ixjedient jt fapply the emllens 
"15" neceſſities of the Nation fir the Legiſlative Nah the N- 
''- 308, 10: ſeize upon the publick Lands and Revenutr,' which in 
' the preſent ſtate of affairt, tgaly belong a theſe Officers, and 
' © #0 covert them to other 'uſes to ſupply publick, neceſſities * or 


zf not all, yet. ſome att bel to fome of wore | S 
-'F patin the term lawful abd expraient'; for a'thing may be 


fitaplyJowfw), chat is not expedient 3 and' ſo Quicquid non expedit 
in qnantum' 02 expedit non licet; being inexpedient, it may upon . 
_ wor oe ono Ft] ; . as has aa 

_ I pat-in'f the Legiſlative Power ] for thi ing Publica bona 
. ſeems contrary to reaſon, , that priyate hands ſhould diſpoſe of - 
.- Fizy co ſupply [eminent neceſſity} I do not think'it islawful to 
takemoney, Py ſens a Subjects Purſe for Laxxry'or Wantonnefl. 

- I ſay, [all or ſome of them 7 It is not impoſſible that. we may 
find more of a Divine impreſſion, upon a bare revenue then up 


- 


a ariant foperfſuons xevenue, no need that a Biſhop ſhotild 
have 'naititennge allowed! him for a pack of Heandr, inch le 
Sta: 7 SOR foo hr Bio Mr. 


Ir! the thiean time, I ſee rio remedy, biit a State miuſt judge .of 
this Neceſſity, and the @uantwm, neceſſary to ſupply it, or cot- 
venientt 'tobe Here taken for that end. We have no higher Judi- | 
catute utider Heaven. | CO OTTEE, OY, _ 


'* L hive ho foonet Rated this Queſtivn, but -that of our Saviour, 
Mo. 3,20 ers ming. TCO 
"  Heve jou never read what David did , when be had ned and- 
was an hungry, he and they that were with him, how he went into 
the Houſe of God in the dayes of Abiathar the Prieſt, and did eat the 
or ohne ages is. not lawful toeat, but for the Priefts. . | 
' The'ftdry is, 1 Som. 21.1, 2, 3,4, 5-. To undetſtand it alittle, 
Exod.,25. 30, By a ſpecial precept Shew-bread was alwayes to 
bebifore'the Lord. Six loaves 'on a row, to be ſetevery Sabbath up- 
on the pure table, frankintenſe was to be put upon each row, it was: 
to'be. Aarons and his Sons, moſt holy to him, and to be caten in the 
Holy Place, Lev. 23. 9. A ftranger muſt not eat of it, if any remain- 
ed, it muſt be burnt, Exod, 29. 33, 34» accordingly Maſes £pjoin- 
eth.Azron and his.Sons todo attheir Conſecration, Lev. 8, 37, It 
— | : | "y 
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(30) | 

ſhould have agreatcr.impre(- 

cd Ss moſt holy, an. offering to 
angers plainly prohibited to.egt.. It was holy- not ouly 
4 but by a plain infliextion, a thing cx- 

n ed co be giyen to ( ». and being Sven thus 
nected from: all-uſes, but w_ Fes poly, PEER 

- David (ith our Saviour.) | who, by the Mans toq at, that 
time, was but the anointed, 37 the AQual Ki an bun- 
gry, Then be hal need, &c,. took this bread, and, con exted it.to 
his private uſe, and 'is 7 ikea by our Saviour. - Yea, and (to 
ſhew that this was not; of the ſame nature with thoſe. Fbroick 


bale apy ject it, it isc 


afts, which Divines: Tay are-not to be imitated ) our Saviour - 


bringeth this inſtance to juitifie his Diſciples committing Sacri- 
kage ( as the Phariſecs thought.) upon the. boly zzme, - It is xruc, 
the loaves of bycad were of minute conſideration; but the crime 
is as much to be tried, for a Szrplz, as fora Chalice, 
for a loaf of bread, as for the ſtones of the Templei it ſelf, Mcthinks 
Icanast but from this inſtance gather ; Y 


'* 1» That the Shew-bread was as much an boly thing as any 


, "Utenil, ot Houſe, or Law under the Goſpel can be, yea, moxe. 


2. That what David did, Sawl the aftual King. might C if he 


| pleaſed) havedone.. 


3. That in caſe of need or hunger for a Prince to take any thing 
fo Tedicated now to religious uſes and give it to them with him, 
is no.ſach crime as Sacriledge, nor can be fimply unlawy), ; I 
may be the caſe were otherwiſe; if the deſign were to ſpend itin 
Exaxery. But God js ſo kind to the miſerable necelſities of mul- 
titudes, that he had rather his Temple ſhould want Gold, than 
his creatures Bread 3 his Service rather ſhall want ſuperfinities, 
than his poor. ry neceſſaries therefore in ſuch a caſe for 
Devid to take, halowed bread, for the Diſciples to, make ule of 
Þoly time, Was. noſin, but what God alloweth, 

But becauſe there. 1s a great cry of Sactiledge, i will riot he out 
of our way, alittle to examine that thing. 

According o the Notation of the word, iti gnifies,che ſealing of 
that which u. bog. So . as thelc two chings come to be © A? 
ypon : pI 
oF ihe this thi gs be boy... gs aps 


v.70 - He 


h I Y 
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(31) 
- 3. Whether the raking theni arvdy ( in the ſenſe mentioned in'the 
queſtion )) can be called ftealing. | VIBES SS 
+  That' nothing-of this nature can have any inhetent holineſs, 
the moſt abſurd wilt grant, fo that relative boſindt is all ca1 'be 
ſpoken of To make-that in rezfon a ſole dication, or deli- 
cation is not ſufficient. - For what pretence cau- there be to enticle 
any thing tv God, 'to which be” hath'not made himſelf a tile, 
cither by contmanding i," or 'by approving the gift. Iu this lat- 
ter 'fenſe wete all the things holy , which the Soripcure calleth 
fo: - Thus Tythey under” the Law were holy, and they (aid to 
rob God, that withheld Tythes and Offerings. - The Heathens had 
another notion of holy things , accounting all things @, that 
were vowed,”-or groen #0 their gods ; 'Hence Twly inveighs again 
Verres for plundering' Apolle's and Dians't: Templcs 3 LeGantins 
mvcighs againſt him for it, becauſe they were Donations to ſieper- 
fitions ſes. A later Author admires at La#antivs for it, becauſe 
Ferres had a Sacrilegions mind ; but let his mind be -what' it 
would , his ation was no Sacriledge , it the things ' were mot 
boy; but under the protection of this Notion, the Hcathens 
counted Sacritegions perſons very criminal: ' Hence in the Acts 
Robers of Churches are reckoned amongſt great - offenders. - And 
the Apoſtle checks the Jews for teachmg the Law in ſome points, 
and doing contrary to it in others, in this form, Poſt rhaw- abhor 
Idols and commit Sacrifedge. Since Chriſtianity obtained in the 
world, "the Papits have moſt to do'about this Notion, yet" cans 
hot agree to which of the ten Commandments to reduce it. The 
moſt agree the reduQton to the firft Table, and the third Com- 
mandment *there, and indged the fecond Table treating only of 
duties immediately due to, and fins immediately committed 
againſt our neighbour. This ( pretended to be againtt God im- 
mediately ) can with no: reaſon be reduced 'to that. IF it fal 
under theeighth Commandment, it muſt'be Peculatzs, a robbing 
of the publick ſtock, bur Sacriledge it cannot'b2. The Papitts 
reducing it to the third Commandment, ſay there are three ſpecies 
of -it as under the Goſpel, there are Holy perſons, places, things, 
this falls under the loweſt Pecies with them. ' With themit is 
Sacriledge to ſtrike a Prieft, to — him” before a Civil —_ 
| - ffrate, 


(32) 
frite,, with an hundred other things, - the. guilt of which need 
not bc fearcd. es x c 

Bur it is hard to ſay under the Goſpel, that any thing is holy, 
but Gods Word and Ordinances, God hath particularly direRed no- 
Utenfſls, Houſer, Lands to be given to him? : 

So as I find moſt Proteſtants ſpeaking lirtle or nothing of Sa- 
criledge. I know that when Kmg Hen. 8. took away Monafteri-s 
and Abbies, Sir Thomas Moor cryed out Sacriledge , but all know 
Sis T homas had more Wit than Fudgement , and more Law than 
Divinity. The fupplication of beggars , made that buſineſs ap- 


-pear free of that charge. Upon the late alienation, and eſpe- 


cially upon his Majcſties Reſtawration. The cry was up again, 
but thoſe who made it, forgot that by that charge, they 
both condemned King Henry the cighth and: the Parliaments in 
his time, and all the Nobles, Gentry aid Commons in England 
who have any Abbey Lands. Yea,and all Keformed Churches of a fin,, 
which they would. have judged next to that againſt the Hojy 
Ghoſt. The Komiſh _ Prieft ſaw this. well, and laught in his 
fleeve, ſending out a Pamphlet, to tell them that if all Mona- 
ftery and Abby Lands were not reſtored , they could: not quit 
the Nation of Sacriledge, under the charge of which thcy 
had brought it. To be ſhort, if there be any ſuch thing as 
Sacriledge in it ,... thoſe who nfake the Cry are moſt guilty. 
Were the appropriate Tythes dedicated for the uſe of a Biſhop, 
Dean, or Prelend, or. for a preaching. Miniſter in . the place, 
they take ithem , and; cither. ſtarve. the people , letting. them 
have no Miulter, or very rarecly-3 and frarve the Miniſter give- 


ang him 10. or 20./. per a7mm, inſtead of: 200. or 200. 1. But 


ll it is ſaid, that they go to an hdly uſe ? Ianſwer, mt to 
the uſe they were deſtinated, nor to an holy uſe, if only to make 
a. ſuperfluity for the Superiour. Miniſter : ,, When the true Mi- 
mlier wants. bread, Whether Archbiſhgps, Biſhops, Deans and 
Chapters be of Divine Inftitution is - a queſtion. - That Mini- 
tiers to Churches are, is no queſtion ; Is 1t not Sacriledge to take 
it from him who unqueſtionably is Gods Officer to the place, ind 
10. Five it 'to him, as to 'which there is a queſiion. -But it is 
endkſs. to argue. theſe Vanitics,, with thoſe who are reſolved 

OE INS. | thcy 
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"they will.not underſtand onght:but what tends to advance their 
outward Grandiexe.) Fr" q | F | ; 

The robbing of God ( that : alone is ;Sarriledge,) is one thing. 
The robbing of a'Se2t,. is anqther; thing. Toe Crimen Pecula- 
2xs I allow for private perſonas ſurrept:tiouſly to take away 
publick goods, But how the State can be guilty of robving jt 
felf 1 am-to learn.” It cannot be guilty of robbing God, if the 
things alicned, be ſuch as Gad layes ng claim to. . Sir. I ſhall as 
an anbiafſed man: freely tell you.my thoughts. | 

1.'I believe and am-affured from 'Geds Word , that as he 
hath left. certain Inſtitutions for the good of his Church 3 ſo he 
hath p——_ certain perſons, or' a certain order of perſons to 
diſpenſe theſe Ordinances :who ought to attend to reading, med!- 
ation and projer.- tr ro 1 4s) 
2.I beheve it the will of God that theſe perſons taken off the 
world; and providing-for 'therpſclves pr families, to. ſerve the 
- publick in the higheſt and molt ſpiritual concerns, ſhould be 
- maintained by thoſe to whom they. adminilter,, eithec by 
a voluntary, or ſettled allowance, which ought. to be juſt , cer- - 
$8in, and bonmerghle., that; they- mighe_ have both to give to 
\ the. onlkg - and» moderately to. provide - for, their. Wives, and 

3-I do believe the Magiſtrates duty to be, tb take care 
there. be Tuch- Officers , and | that they have ſuch mainte- 
"Nance... 'ti' : Ts LH 6 © f 
--- 'Tn purſuic of this, as donbtleſs, they have done well, who 
have. given' any :Zyibes,. Howſes, ;, oo Toe to maintain ar 
+ Goffel- Adminiftrators,, '{o- it | is the Magiſtrates duty as. far as 
: he can, 'to- preſerve ſuch Donations to their right uſe. , | 
-i.. $-Incaſc any gifts have been given to S»perſtitions and Idolatrous 
xſes , I believe the Zealous Magiſtrate may ſeize them, and turn 
+.theni eo bettee uſes; ct!) 1 0 
- 2 6..If his Texritorics.he finds a. ſufficiew maintenance for all 
 .thoſe neceſſary Officers which God requireth, and. a ſurpluſage 
. either given for -a' maintenance of Orders of perſons not ap- 
|; pars an more than is neceſſary for a_ juſt and honou- 


- rable maintenance for ſuch as God hath appointed miniſter in 


_..haly things. I. have \no doubt; at; all , but he. may ſeize upon 
4 Ez them 


" #pon them ( offending Golpet-Rules } 


"(in Englinid} by the 


"Un 


them for- other Tawful and far rhoxe neceſſary uſee. This 1$thac | 


which I clearly think as to the point of Lemfwinef, and the” 
ſuſpicion” of Sacriledge. Upon thas zatount T cannor but wſti- 


fie our fiſt Reformers_in ſeizing Monaſteries: and Abby-Landy, 
and thoſe who. began Reformation un alt other Reformed 


Expediency 1s an other ching; China muſt. chere be 
weighed :* and indeed I take the Chief Magiſtrate to be: the 
erue Supream Judge of Expediency, (' though every Confrience as 


Churches. ' 


to its own praftice , mult jndge of lawluineſs os ak unlawful- 


neſs. ) I began to think Nan-expediency in the'preſent cafe might 
have bren urged, in regard of the late ve-affumpriog of them, 


but I remember, the Magiſtrare did not reftove. ther as. Sacrile- 
giouſly aliened, but only as ow, 9 4 who oe _—_ —_ to 
fell them. 

The . higheft rhinig 'T chink to- _ wry in the Cale, 1s 


- whether theſe Officers be not meceſſaryito the Princes Gowern- 


ment, and wether what #5 done by them { for OY =_ be 
as well done by other hands. - k 
The ſervice they do falls: undera double notion : 

1.Jt is cither ſtriftly- velſpwas!, diipenling; out the Api 
if tbe Goſpel, Preaching t0 —_ people , _— Urn For index, 
Adminiſjiring $acrantents to thems;” ocleſiaſtical Cenſures 


ny for 
them. F know nothing more ro God hath inſtitated in. 


his Church 3 now*thele: things they#0an Fhrb, !-uadifuch aiCir- 


chit 'and Eerritory by the Authorty: of: the Words tad: place 
Atchorty bf the King 3-3 \things. 
themſ{clyes are done''by ' af Abebbrety- meg Fom. 


: Gal, and conveytd by Ordinagos, his Ordongrue to that Pur 


po 
2, The fecond ſort of | rrvice they ao thoNaiin,dsanly cbeas 
things ErclyFiaftical = or in fuck: -1as hiridetdi are tiuly Ci- 


"vil, but'by the favvar! "oft Pibntet brave. boon Gnyeaicd: vo uthem ;. 
" and have ſonie of tliem Ecvleiattead? 


'C faoki:95: Taking 


; Induftions pt c.-.): Some:.none. 


Preſentations, paving 


' Thus'rhe Biſhops ifr in Parkoment, i bave Comurys, va whych they 
_ aintain divers Pless + , Apecidlly m eaſcs: that are. Mitrimenial 


and. 


135) - | 
, in the buſineſs of Tthes, and, Offer + heh mat-" 

fo fa eur 4D, Marriages NG che th ings, 
which. out of doubt, ; y tbe W, is Cou res. ph | 
An: try, 2s: to others, . Ry bes Common Lawyeri - challe 
them for. encroaching, and daily grant  Probzbitions, Belides 
this, the Law refers to them to Licenſe Carats, - Leurers, 'Schaal- 
Mes Phyfitians Midwives » and fuch 'as. intend to, marry; to 
ſwear Church-wardenr 0 logk tothe buildinge for public Wil, 

cbes, Church-yards, 


| Now..in all 1 7 Gs the Deane . and Chopters are" bo tore £6h- 
cerned, than pany. private Pariſh Prieft 3 they, bave nothing to do 
in the Gouernmont, no relation tothe Coupes, nor are further con- 
cerned, than. to Joak to the.Gatbedrals. ; So that for them ayd 
ul theix AP ParyFnagoes, if the State genelhevrax one {eeth they 

may be (paxed well-cxovghs;'; 10 Oo £1 

1s true. according $0 practice : - FI he (oſt tucjon'tf” a 
Biſhop, the Writ js ont to-than,, hey) make 4 inf jar , pon it, 
but the-Seat, 1. £4.6./2-..hath declared this no El zon, . ut. a 
peer ſhaw, © c.. nd: Given his wer to do all by Letters 


ob ron he Bea be 
i }YEAL,y 1 ayers 
OT Who knows EE [ ONE b beli cs fir 


own rout ig 2-6 twenty to hear them, people cither, praying 
at home, .ox thoſe; who have net fo. much- $engjen: 3s to pray 
there, wanting fomuch as co carry chem pur. toj the Ks ur 
They: wene .of-aore; uſe when. ignoxance- ore Prevaile 
memjbxegs yon att emphng oning1n \ wen of ha 
7@n t G& as 'F as t 
Gull! ll hor! at the Carbedhalte 1 pi hag n 
As te Preaghing, they have yary little of that to do, as Deans 
or Prebends. Dr. Hackgs indeed, { now. Biſhop. Hacker) in a 
Speach, tbeſaxe the Pay/iamen, pleaded Henheing gonGpuance upon 
-rhis\account,: for a-lypply of LeAares, ayd,1 rged t they were 
. by theix Statutes, tyed t9.ity , and; invoghe 9: 2g {ome Biſhops 
that had diſturbed. Ledurers;as an, Veſtare Order of Preachers. * It: 
is ow. ſeven, years that we again have had experience of them, 
what LoGures have we becn bchofden to them for ? How rarely | 
loithey preach 2, Nays 8here. are; ſome of them, who jfloed. of- 
EDS preac ang. * 
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TELSY 
Prieſts or. Prezhyters.. Nor did our Angh-biſs'ps and Biſb 
concern themiclycs FRnatroopadg gs At; thenpoſhib! 
the Chappel ar White-bal how and thert at the! Mothey*Church 
of their See. Indeed to refrain and ſuppreff Preaching, Biſhop Land, 


ps ever 


and Biſhop Pierce, and Biſhop rc; and ſome others of rticir fea- - 


ther, have formerly pretended a great power, but thar'1 take tobe 
no Evangclical work. _ . WS HHH "MN 
* Ordination and FuriſdiGion therefore are all, for which there is 
any pretence of any neceſlity of ſuch Officers. © © Vf 
Asto theſe it would be enquired, . 1:1/bat the Enyhiſh Biſhops 
doth in them, .2. Whether in order to their doing it, fo great revenues 
be neceſſary. 3. Whether theſe things may not as lawfully as ſuf- 
ficienth,. to as little charge, and as much content ( to the ſubjects 
of England) be, done withour them. =O 
1, The Enghſh Biſhop hath. uſed to ordain Deacons and Priefts 
(indeedit is an improper term, for a Prieft cortelates to a Sacri- 
fice 3, and if. we have a Prieff, we muſt have a Sacrifice properly fo 
called, not 4 proper Prieft and a figurative Sacrifice. ) Bat never 
any Law, or Cuftom of Epg/and in former timcs, allowed the 
Bilkep to.ordain the Prieft, ( at Ieaft alone, ) other Miniſters 'were 
to joyn with him, ( which indeed he choſe.  . Biſhop Hacket 
would have the Dean and Chapter for that uſe; 'whether 'they 
Jjoyned with him autboritatively is 2 late queſtion, but of no an- 
tiquity ; fo as the Biſhop in this ſervice did-but ( for order fake ) 
preſide in that ation, and it ſeems it might have been done 
without him, And indced who ſo denieth that, lays the founda- 


tion of the oſt unheard of Schiſm in the world 3 ( for if thata . 


Biſhop be (from any Law of God neceſſary to make Minilters, 
no reformed Church but that of England hath any true Mmiſters, 
and conſequently no children baptized, no Orginances truly ad- 
miniſtred amongſt them, nor can we have any communion with 
them 3. which, it may be was the cauſe that our late Engliſh 
: Exjles were fo ſhie of the Proteſtant communion with the Reformed 
Churches as Charenton and other places in' France. Belides,. we 
had the experience of many years, that as many, *ndU' as able, 
holy men were ( without Biſhops) made Miniſters, as ever were- 
in { few, years. made by them, whoſe lives, as well as Dottrine, 
witneſſed as much for them in all ſober mmens judgments, as for 
thoſcordained by Biſhops. TOY 
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neceflary;” but 


deferre namen., preſcat the offender in. the Coutt, ( where the 
Biſhop is ſeldom or never preſent. ) For the molt part the Re- 
gijter or the Commiſſary, or his Suttogate, aunioniferh . bin] the 
Commiſſzry or Swrrogate ( if he will not comply with the admuni- 
tio ) decreeth him to be excommunicated; a Writing is ſent 
out,the Miniſter of the place publifhech it. The Bip all this 
while ncither hearcth thecaulſe; nor medleth m it, rorkknows 
it is done, . till they come to him'to ſignifi the thing to the Civil 
Coxrts. Can any one doubt whether theſe things may be done 
without him, which are thus done every day ? Befides, that in 
all Reformed Churches, theſe Ordinances are adminifired with- 
out a Biſhop, and doubtleſs nothing but the Law of England hin- 
dart, ut it may be fo 'done in England, 'or all Reformed 
Churches muſt be condemned for 'what they have done and.do. 
So as .indced. there is no queſtion but abour thoſe aQRibns which 
accarding to no Divine Rple, firifly belong to Officers of a 
Goſpcl.Church, but have by the favour of Princes' been com- 
mitted to them to increafe their authority, prandexr, riches, and 
dependencies. , And xs to theſe,” © Po 
.1- AS to their ſting i Parkanient, it belongs to that great 
Aſſembly to determine, whether that Grand: Conrtil could not 
conhitt, and affairs in it be as well nianaged without © them. 
It indced they muſt fic there, it feems reaſonable they ſhould 
have <ftates proporfioned to fo high and honourablea capacity. 
2, ASt0 the trial of Cauſes in their Courts, cither Teftamemary 
or . Matrimonial, ( which are the chicf.)” or thoſe: relating to Ma- 
trimonial, feandal , perſonal Tribes, - Offerings, Church-duties,” Oc. 
It is a deliberation fit for the Common Lawyer, whether theſe 
chings might not be cxicd, and juſtice done upon them in his Ma- 
jeſties Civil Courts as quickly, and more cheaply, and with more 
Gisfaction to his: Majeſtics ſubjects : we know what we have - 
YO Coe ee gh 27 ak 
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| _, 8: For Licences, | it may be queſtioned whethcr Ordinati 


ought not to be a ſufficient Liccnce to Preach, and adminiſter $a- 
craments. Whether toking Degrees in Arts and Scien:es, according 
to reaſon and true Engltfh hberty, ought not to be licence enoug! 
to. teach ſuch Arts or Sciences, and to practiſe them. Whether 
the Colledge of Phyſicians, and particular Dodors of Phyſich,, were 
not in reaſon fitter perſons to judge of the abilities of PraQtitic- 
nersin Phyſick, andtogrant Licences to Practitioners in Phyſick, 
and to Midwives 3 { certainly their learning and ſtudies dire& 
them better in the caſe, than thoſe whole ſtudy is Divinity. ) 
| For the reviving, of Preſentations, and granting admiſſions upon 
them; ſuxcly thoſe who , may ordain ( it the State pleaſe ) may 
do theſe things ; or we have in either Vniverſity Heads enough, 
men of learning, and a good proportion of whom are always 
relident, who, if the State, pleat: might diſpatch. all this work. 
Infunine, there 1s certainly nothing, done by theſe Officers, but, 
if his Majeſty d,. might be,done .by others, and at, balf the 
charge for. the ſubje@ which they now are done, where Fees are 
grownto ſuch a _ and &iLays protracted to ſuch a length, as 
none that can ayoid theſe Coxrts will have any thing to do with 
them. = 'TÞ ts It 3 3 it; T2 \ 
But whether his Mojefty and. the $» Council will judge 
thisex; mp ng mal) oe humbly T . ted to chem while 
it pleaſeth them to-<continue Biſhops in their preſent capacity, 
ahery it is but reaſonable they ſhould have a maintenance pro» 
rtionable to their great capacities and expencesz as the King. 
udgethit juſt to allow his Judges amaintenance proportioned to 
heir Honowrs and great employments. Andthus, Sir, you have my- 
Hur as ſhores: I. could., upon. the third @xery- in that 
Pamphlec. | | | | 
| For the twolaſi Queries, they necd/ not many words: As to- 
the laſt, If the Kizg ot France were not what be is, nor where he ir, 
it is certainly .the great interclt 'of the: Engliſh State, aud ; par- 
ticularly, of his Mzjzfty, to take off all diſcouragements from his 
Subjedis, (Cp the Trading part of them _) and to wnite the 
Nation. The Kings imereſt licth in the union -of his Subjects 3 


others intereſts may lic in dividing them, that one of the paxties 
at- oddes may be fuel for their fire, and a prey for their "_ | 
, | | 
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20d to maintain Aicir-huxurys but by all this the Ting gettno- 


thing. And doubtleſs in oxder to this end, whatever may ( with 
out finning againſt God) ought to beremurreg, changed, abated,” of 
taken away, - . | Sr 4s 
' As fo the fourth. It is moſt* certain, that as other Reformed 
Churches who have no fachOffcers, fo we (whites we wanted 
them) had far more able, painſs!, kearned Preachers than we have 
at this day, ard five able S:rmoas for'one we” have 'now;' not 
rhe tenth part cf Plaralijts, Non-reftdemts, or lazie #unpreaching 
Miniſters, tor of vain and unprofitable Diſtourſts Tn Pulgits 
which we now have. Whether Nobles'b: affronted "NOW, Or no, 
or Councils: difturbetorno, Icannotfay; I 2m fure they could 
not be, if there werenone 1n fuch capacities to affvunrt or 'to dj- 


ftarb them. ; 


So that alt the bufmcſsis, whether without them, there might 
not be 25 obedient and loyzla Clergy, ou 

I conf 1s, the great pleaders for peep 7 flick much” upan 
this, and make the Kingand the Bifdop, > Twas as mult live 
and die together. But the jemrdins il 10/7 Log. but the 
want of good arguments. Let us confider much the Crowe 
of Erg'and is beholden to them, for thejr care to court it, with the 
Rochet, and what truththcre is mtheſe-aſertions. ' There are not 
mary -Proveftant Kingdoms, yet” Ethink Sweden, Polgnt and Den. 
mark generally are fo, neither have they Biſhops, nor have had/for 
many years: yet have they not a loyal Chrgy® © When were 
their Clergy in the head of any Rebeflipps-? Is not char pare, of 
France which 1s not under Biſhopr, as fbyzt as thofe who are':under 
them > Is England the only place wine = ne hr toda 
 Haveth: Bibops then been always Toyaf?* "1 fiippofe they will 
not much boaſt of the hyalty of Biſhope, from. the (ſingquerors 
time tilt King Henry 8, If they do, they mey eaſily be confited. 
I know it wilt be faid, they were therefore till-chen FA But 
this is no anfwer tothoſe that know, that thoſe times there 
ore inſtances of their deſerting the Kings part; when” the! Pope 
adhered to him, and helped the-King to revenge bimfelf on 
ther, as in Herry 2. time. Upon, the Refirmation, did they not 
thew their loyalty, by taking an Oath tothe Pope, for which they 
were-all brought into a premwnire ? Indeed fince that time there 
bath 
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hath b:en no occaſions to try their loyalty much. In the late diffe- 
xences, it was no great argument for them to adhere to the King * 
againſt a Parliament that had voted them out of their ſeats in Par- 
1:am-nt, and determined their extirpation root and branch. 

To make this bulineſs ſhort, there's no great fear from the 
diſloyalty of any fort of men, who have no great revenues nor 
d-pendencies. No great dangers ofa Clergy ( which hath but a 
livelhhood for themſelves and families ) to prove difloyal, efpeci- 
ally being obnoxious to the ſame Laws that other ſubjeRs are, in 
cale of treaſon and ſedition. 

If there be any fear of the diſloyalty of a Clergy, it muſt bs ſuch 
2 one as hath great revenues, great intereſts and dependencies, great 
priviledges in Law, &c, Take away theſe things, and they become - 
loyal in courſe, as to any thing of ation. Let theſe things con- 
tinue, it is not this or that order or notion will ſecure their 
loyalty. 

But, Sir, I have done, and it is time 3 Ifear I have tired you 
with a long diſcourſe. You have my thoughts. If you tell me, 4 
fools bolt is quickly ſhot ; I patiently ſhall bear the cenſure, only 
adding, That it may alſo ſometimes hit the mark, perchance. 


